So well suited to its gracious old neighborhood and so perfectly attuned to the
needs of its owners, a home in Weston, Massachusetts, cleverly disguises its origins

as a brand-new spec house. TEXT BY MEGAN FULWEILER * PHOTOGRAPHY BY SAM GRAY -
ARCHITECTURE: THOMAS CATALANO + INTERIOR DESIGN: BARBARA KOTZEN * LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTURE MARC MAZZARELLI » BUILDER: MARK CAHILL
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Old or new? A jogger pounding by on a sweet spring morning wouldn’t even

think to ask. The surrounding homes, all of a similar
traditional style, boast impressive pedigrees dating
back to the late nineteenth and early twentieth cen-
turies. Since this house complements its neighbors,
it’s often assumed to be of the same vintage—a mis-
taken conclusion that makes Thomas Catalano a
happy man. “We wanted it to look like it’s been here
forever. We had no set agenda except to respect the
context of the site,” the Boston-based architect says.

Prettiness aside, the location brought problems.
The street has been designated historic—a coveted
label that entails design constraints. In addition, the
property slopes north. To gather sun, correct orien-
tation was key. The new house had to maintain the
areas unique flavor, relate gracefully to the topogra-
phy and, of course, be immensely livable.

Catalano was originally commissioned, though, to
design this impressive Weston house as a spec for
area builder and developer Mark Cahill. By the time
the owners showed up, the challenges had already
been overcome. Similar materials and a clever an-

gling of the three-story structure on the lot wedded
the home to its neighborhood and visually dimin-
ished its 10,000-square-foot size.

Catalano astutely hid the garage to the side and
pushed the public rooms people gravitate to—
kitchen, dining and living—toward the south to be
flooded with light. At the same time, interior design-
er Barbara Kotzen of Wellesley, Massachusetts, skill-
fully saw to it that the interior was an inviting canvas
that buyers could easily transform to suit their per-
sonalities. “I believe every home, every room, should
be a reflection of its owners,” she explains.

Today’s owners admired the house from the start.
“It was 75 percent of what wed been searching for,”
says the husband. “We had only to go in and make
some changes so it would work for our family”

An avid car enthusiast and wine connoisseur, he
envisioned an expansive garage for storing prized
vehicles and a wine cellar for his significant collec-
tion. Exercise, billiard and media rooms were priori-
ties as well. No less important was a spacious mud-
room for the steady stream of family and friends.
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In the comfortable family room, pristine
trimwork and classic plantation shutters
set off designer Barbara Kotzen’s mix
of lively but cohesive patterns. “l listen
to my clients,” says the designer. “Their
favorite colors set the tone.”
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Catalano and Kotzen remained on board to en-
sure that the upgrades unfolded in a manner that
would befit the near-perfect house. The generous
basement provided plenty of footage for a billiard
room and a wine cellar which, with its cream-col-
ored limestone floor, cedar beams, floor-to-ceiling
racks and rock-faced walls, would be any oenophile’s
dream. With guidance from Fred Tregaskis at New
England Wine Cellars in Falls Village, Connecticut,
the cellar is as functional as it is arresting (so much
so that it was chosen for the cover of Living With
Wine, published by Clarkson and Potter last year).

Another happy discovery: there was more than
enough space lurking beneath the living and dining
room for a high-tech media room. Kotzen increased
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the drama, adding walls covered in custom fabric to
conceal top-notch acoustic speakers nested between
shiny blue and gold-leafed pilasters. Soft leather
chairs set in neat rows elevate game time (the hus-
band is also a baseball fan), giving family and guests
entertainment at its best.

The third floor proved an ideal locale for an exer-
cise room. Yet the garage dilemma still remained. “It
was only for three cars, and regulations prevented
me from making it any larger,” says the husband.

Catalano’s solution was ingenious. In order to
maintain the garage’s footprint, up came the floor and
in came the excavators to make way for three more
cars below with automatic lifts.

As much as they wanted the house to be beautiful,
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The pool was laid when the owners moved in, but
minus the bluestone paving, it lacked presence. The
new stone connects the dazzling pool and the gener-
ous terrace. And that dear pool house! Newly in-
stalled with all the amenities the cabana also blocks
neighbors, adding privacy. How well stonework,
plantings and buildings correspond is also due to the
talents of Cambridge landscape architect Marc M
zarelli. “We maximized what we had,” he says.

From its beginnings as a spec house, the home has

evolved into a supremely gratifying sanctuary. Inside

and out, the owners have achieved their goals on a
grand scale, leaving their history-rich street proud. «
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